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· Religious upbringing

Describe the features of a religious upbringing, explain how it could lead to a belief in God, evaluate the benefits and draw backs of a religious upbringing
· Religious experience

Describe different types of religious experience, explain how they can lead to a belief in God, express your own opinion on religious experiences with reasons
· The argument from design and belief in God

Explain the design argument and how it explains the existence of God, evaluate the design argument and offer your own opinion on it
· The argument from causation and belief in God

[image: image2.wmf]Explain the argument from causation and how it explains the existence of God, evaluate causation and offer your own opinion on it
· Scientific explanations of the world and agnosticism and atheism

Describe some scientific explanations of the origin of the world, explain how these can cause people not to believe in God 
· Christian response to scientific explanations of the world

Outline Christian responses to scientific explanations, express your own opinion 
· How unanswered prayers may lead to agnosticism or atheism

· Describe the problem of unanswered prayers (especially for religious believers), 
· How Christians responds to unwanted prayers

Outline Christian responses to unanswered prayers, express your own opinion
· Evil and suffering

Describe the problem of evil and suffering, explain why evil and suffering is a problem for religious believers
· How Christianity responds to the problem of evil and suffering

Describe how Christians attempt to solve the problem of evil and suffering, explain how the Bible teaches that evil and suffering were brought into the world
· How two programmes about religion could affect a person’s attitude to belief in God
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Name and describe some programmes about religion, evaluate how they could affect attitudes to believing in God

	Agnostic



	Atheist



	Theist



	Conversion



	Miracle



	Numinous



	Prayer



	Mystical experiences



	Benevolent



	Natural evil



	Moral evil



	Omnipotent



	Omnipresent



	Omniscient




Match up these bad boys...THEN LEARN THEM!
	Visions, trances where you feel you have been in contact with God



	An experience of awe and wonder that makes people feel spiritual and that there must be something greater than you – God

	The belief that God is loving, kind and caring



	When your life / religion is changed due to contact with God



	An event or action that breaks the laws of science and nature for which the only explanation must be God



	Action that man can be held responsible for like murder that cause suffering



	The belief that God is all powerful



	The belief that God is present everywhere



	A person who is unsure God exists



	A person who believes God exists



	A person who does not believe god exists



	The belief that God knows everything that has happened, is happening and will happen



	Contacting God through talking to him



	Natural events like earthquakes that cause suffering
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Religious Upbringing 
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Choose three of the features form your mind map and EXPLAIN how they could lead to a belief in God.   
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Religious Experience
These are all jumbled up. Match the religious experience with its definition and example. You MUST be able to explain how these lead to a belief in God.
	Miracle


	The feeling of a presence greater than you.


	Research in the US found that patients admitted to hospital with heart trouble had fewer complications if they were prayed for, than a group who were not.

	Numinous


	An experience during which a person’s beliefs change and hey give themselves to God.


	“I have twice experienced the certainty of the presence of God. It would have been frightening but for the strong feeling of love and compassion” (Father Yves Dubois).

	Prayer


	Something that seems to break the laws of science and makes you think only God could have done it.


	In Bangladesh a statue of the Virgin Mary began to weep. It was claimed by many to show dismay at the recent out breaks of violence. (2003)



	Conversion


	An attempt to contact God, usually through words.


	Saul was travelling to Damascus to punish any Christians. God appeared to him and made him blind. God sent a man to lay his hands on Saul and he could see again. He changed his name to Paul and became a Christian. (Acts 9)


The Argument from Design





Criticisms of the argument 









The Causation Argument/First Cause Argument

This theory is based on cause and effect, it is considered to me more scientific because of this. The appearance of causation in the world is often called the First Cause Argument. 
This argument makes people think that the universe, the world and humans must have come from somewhere, must have had a cause. As God is the only logical cause of the universe, it makes people think that God does exist or supports an already existing belief in God. Thomas Aquinas was the main supporter.


Think of your own example of a series of cause and effect and draw it.


Criticisms of the argument
Think of your own two criticisms.
· Just because everything in our world seems to have a cause does not mean the universe does

· Another explanation could be that the universe itself is eternal so the process of causes goes on forever

Scientific explanations of the world

How could the Big Bang/evolution lead to agnosticism or atheism?




Christian Response to Scientific Explanation



Write a response to the following statement as if you were a:

CREATIONIST; CONSERVATIVE; LIBERAL

“The big bang and evolution explain how the world came to exist.”

Unanswered Prayers
Prayer is a way for people to be connected and communicate with God. We have already seen how this can lead to a belief in God. Now we need to see how unanswered prayers can result in not believing in God. 








Christians may explain unanswered prayers like this:



The problem of evil and suffering
What do Christians 

believe God is like?


How could suffering lead people to question these qualities?
List as many examples as you can of each type of evil. 

	Moral Evil – actions done by humans, could be prevented
	Natural evil – things that cause suffering but have nothing to do with humans, could not be prevented

	
	


How can the existence of evil and suffering in the world lead people to believe that there is no God. Complete the diagram on page 10.










Christian Responses to Evil and Suffering
Solve the clue and find the word!
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Exam Tips
QUESTION ‘B’ – 4 Marks

You must ensure that they indicate their personal view. To gain maximum marks you must develop two reasons for holding this view.

The b questions ask you to provide 2 reasons for your point of view.

EXAMPLE

Do you think God is the Cause of the universe?

Give two reasons for your point of view.

This view can be:

 two reasons agreeing with the statement

 two reasons disagreeing with the statement 

 or if the candidate states they are unsure they can give two opposing reasons

AWARDING MARKS

1 mark awarded for: a personal response with a brief reason

2 marks awarded for: EITHER    a personal response with two brief reasons OR a personal response with one developed reason

3 marks awarded for: a personal response with two reasons one of which is developed

4 marks awarded for: a personal response with two developed reasons

FULL MARK ANSWER

Yes I do think that God is the cause of the universe because everything needs a cause (1) and God is the only thing that could have created something as big and complex as the universe (2). Also I am a Christian and it says in Genesis in the Bible that God created the universe (3) and it also says so in the creed (4).
QUESTION ‘C’ – 8 Marks

In general it is easier for candidates to gain full marks by using four brief reasons or two brief reasons for each of two attitudes. In c answers one developed reason is equivalent to two brief reasons. Full marks can be gained with two developed explanations where only one attitude is required. Full marks can be gained with one developed reason for each of two attitudes where the question asks why some agree and some do not.

In this sub-question marks will be awarded for Quality of Written Communication (QWC). This means students must try to answer the c) questions in clear English:

spelling words correctly; using sentences and paragraphs; making use of specialist vocabulary

In c sub-questions the level will be awarded according to the Religious Studies content, the mark within the level will then be decided by the QWC 

EXAMPLE

Explain how a religious upbringing can lead to or support a belief in God.

AWARDING MARKS

The levels are essentially:

Level 1 – Little understanding of the issue 

Level 2 - Basic understanding of the issue 

Level 3 – A more developed understanding of the issue

Level 4 – A clear understanding of the issue

For QWC the levels are essentially:

Level 1 – Basic English with lots of spelling errors.

Level 2 – Limited English, with spelling errors.

Level 3 – Clear English, occasional spelling errors. Some specialist vocabulary.

Level 4 – A clear and correct style of English using specialist vocabulary and very few spelling errors.

FULL MARK ANSWER

Christians usually teach their children to pray to God. This will make the children believe that God exists because otherwise their parents would not want them to pray to him. If God did not exist, they and their parents would not waste their time praying to nothing. Also they may feel God’s presence when they pray. So because they’ve been brought up to pray they believe that God must exist.
Another feature of a Christian upbringing is going to church. When children go to church they see lots of people praying to God and worshipping God and this is bound to make them think that God must exist because all these people believe that he does.

Many Christian parents also send their children to a church school. Here they will have RE lessons which teach them that God exists and the children are likely to believe it because their teachers tell them it is true.
QUESTION ‘D’ – 6 Marks

These sub-questions start with a stimulus quote which intended to be controversial and elicit arguments in favour and against the point of view stated in the quote, it does not matter which view you hold about the quote.  

EXAMPLE

‘Considering the evidence, everyone should be an agnostic.’

(i) Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer.

(ii) Give reasons why someone may disagree with you.

AWARDING MARKS

Each part (i and ii) will have 3 marks and will be marked

1 mark = a simple reason

2 marks = a developed reason OR two simple reasons

3 marks = a fully developed reason OR two developed reasons OR three simple reasons.

FULL MARK ANSWER

(i) I do not agree because I am an atheist, not an agnostic. I think that science, the Big Bang, DNA and evolution are compelling proof that God does not exist because he did not create the universe of people. Also if God existed, surely he would have sent only one Holy Book, he would allow only one religion. Furthermore, the fact of evil and suffering in the world proves that God does not exist, because an all-good and all-powerful being would not allow it. The evidence of science, the problem of evil and suffering, and the huge problems of different religions convince me that there is not God and so I disagree with the statement.
(ii) I can see why some people would disagree with me because evidence such as design can be used both for and against Gods existence. The Design Argument seems to prove God’s existence, but the Big Bang seems to disprove it. In the same way the first cause argument seems to prove God’s existence, but then there is the question of what caused God. Then the religious evidence such as miracles, holy books etc. can be explained in non-religious ways. So it seems logical to say that there is not enough evidence either way, so they are agnostic.
1.

(a) What is a free-will? (2)


(b) Do you think the universe is designed? Give 2 reasons for your answer (4)





(c) Explain why unanswered prayers may lead some people not to believe in God. (8)








(d) “All religious parents should make sure their children believe in God.”

In your answer you should refer to at least one religion.

(i) Do you agree? Give reasons for your opinion. (3)
(ii) Give reasons why some people may disagree with you. (3)







2.

(a) What is prayer? (2)


(b) Do you think suffering proves that God does not exist? Give 2 reasons for your answer (4)





(c) Explain how religious experiences may lead to belief in God. (8)








(d) “Only science can explain how the world was created.”

In your answer you should refer to at least one religion.

(i) Do you agree? Give reasons for your opinion. (3)
(ii) Give reasons why some people may disagree with you. (3)







3.

(a) What is omnipotence? (2)


(b) Do you think children should follow the same religion as their parents? Give 2 reasons for your answer (4)





(c) Choose one religion and explain how its followers respond to the problem of evil and suffering. (8)








(d) “A loving God would not let us suffer.”

In your answer you should refer to at least one religion.

(i) Do you agree? Give reasons for your opinion. (3)
(ii) Give reasons why some people may disagree with you. (3)







4.

(a) What is a miracle? (2)


(b) Do you think miracles prove that God exists? Give 2 reasons for your answer (4)





(c) Explain how a religious upbringing can lead to or support a belief in God. (8)








(d) “The design argument proves that God exists.”

In your answer you should refer to at least one religion.

(i) Do you agree? Give reasons for your opinion. (3)
(ii) Give reasons why some people may disagree with you. (3)







5.

(a) What is moral evil? (2)


(b) Do you think God is the cause of the universe? Give 2 reasons for your answer (4)





(c) Explain why the scientific explanation of the world leads some people to become atheists or agnostics. (8)








(d) “God always answers prayers.”

In your answer you should refer to at least one religion.

(i) Do you agree? Give reasons for your opinion. (3)
(ii) Give reasons why some people may disagree with you. (3)







6.

(a) What is conversion? (2)


(b) Do you think science shows that God did not design the world? Give 2 reasons for your answer (4)





(c) Explain why unanswered prayers may lead some people to become atheists. (8)








(d) “Evil and suffering in the world prove that God does not exist.”

In your answer you should refer to at least one religion.

(i) Do you agree? Give reasons for your opinion. (3)
(ii) Give reasons why some people may disagree with you. (3)







7.

(a) What is an agnostic? (2)


(b) Do you think God allows us to suffer? Give 2 reasons for your answer (4)





(c) Choose one religion and explain how its followers respond to scientific explanations of the world. (8)








(d) “Religious experiences prove that God exists.”

In your answer you should refer to at least one religion.

(i) Do you agree? Give reasons for your opinion. (3)
(ii) Give reasons why some people may disagree with you. (3)







8.

(a) What is a theist? (2)


(b) Do you think God designed the world? Give 2 reasons for your answer (4)





(c) Explain how the argument from causation may lead to belief in God. (8)








(d) “Unanswered prayers prove that God does not exist.”

In your answer you should refer to at least one religion.

(i) Do you agree? Give reasons for your opinion. (3)
(ii) Give reasons why some people may disagree with you. (3)







9.

(a) What is omni-benevolence? (2)


(b) Do you think prayer is a waste of time? Give 2 reasons for your answer (4)





(c) Explain why the design argument leads some people to believe in God. (8)








(d) “Science proves that God did not create the universe.”

In your answer you should refer to at least one religion.

(i) Do you agree? Give reasons for your opinion. (3)
(ii) Give reasons why some people may disagree with you. (3)







10.

(a) What is numinous? (2)


(b) Do you agree with the scientific explanation of the world? Give 2 reasons for your answer (4)





(c) Choose one religion and explain how its followers respond to unanswered prayers. (8)








(d) “The argument from causation proves that God exists.”

In your answer you should refer to at least one religion.

(i) Do you agree? Give reasons for your opinion. (3)
(ii) Give reasons why some people may disagree with you. (3)







What are the main features of a religious upbringing?





Child is welcomed into the Church – Godparents, family and the congregation promise to bring the child up as a Christian and to be good Christian examples








Going to Church









































Explain how the argument from design can support or lead to a belief in God. (8 marks)


Outline each stage of the argument ALWAYS STATE THE FINAL STAGE!





Design is the result of intelligent thought








The universe has the appearance of design








This suggests that a being with intelligence and thought designed the universe








The universe is too complex to be designed by any being other than God








Therefore God exists








William Paley is the main supporter of this theory. He said that if you come across a watch in an uninhabited place, it could not be by chance. It is complex and has purpose which suggests it was designed. The universe is far more complex, so if the watch needs a watchmaker the universe needs a universe maker. Only God would be capable of this, THEREFORE GOD EXISTS!





 


 


 








Examples of design in the world





Everything in the universe must have cause





There must have been a first cause that started everything off








Everything that has been caused, must have been caused by something else








The first cause must be God – THEREFORE GOD EXISTS





Research: What is the Big Bang? What is the evidence for it?





Research: What is evolution? What is the evidence for it? Who was the main guy?





LIBERAL


Science is true and in fact goes on to prove that God exists. Only God could have caused the Big Bang and the conditions necessary for life to develop as it has. 





CONSERVATIVE


Both the Bible and science are accurate. You cannot accept the Bible as literally true, so the world was not created in 6 days, but was created as set out in Genesis.





CREATIONIST


God created the world as it says in the book of Genesis. Science is wrong, there was no Big Bang or evolution. Scientific evidence is a test of faith from God.























Praying without feeling the presence of God.





Unanswered prayers





I think prayer works indirectly. Communicating with God helps us to find answers within ourselves.





God doesn’t interfere in day to day matters. So it’s no good praying to God for an A in your exam. God will not do something just because we ask him.





God does listen to our prayers and he does answer. But he doesn’t always answer in the way we expect. God is omniscient and knows what’s best for us, even if it’s not obvious.





Prayer is a test of faith and should not be a test of God. Some people just give up without really trying.





GOD





God is thought to be OMNI-BENEVOLENT, OMNIPOTENT and OMNISCIENT





























Evil and suffering DO exist











Jesus’ example





Part of God’s plan – he knows why everything is happening, but humans cannot understand.





A test of faith – God is using evil and suffering to test the faith of people (like in the story of Job).





Free Will – evil and suffering result from the choices and behaviours of people. God gave man free will.





1) “I am not sure if God exists or not.”


2) “I do not believe that God exists.”


3) A scientific explanation of the origins of the world.


4) “The experiences lead me to change my beliefs.”


5) Darwin’s theory.


6) “I was filled with a sense of awe and wonder.”


7) The belief that God is all-loving.


8) The belief that God is all-knowing.
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